
SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 

WEEKDAYS: MONDAY–FRIDAY 8:00AM or 7:00PM TBA 
 

SATURDAY:  8:00AM; 4:00PM (Vigil Sunday-Eng) 
 

SUNDAY:   8:30 AM; 10:30 AM (Ukrainian) 
 

CONFESSIONS  are heard before each Divine Liturgy by req. 
Baptism – Arrangement for baptism to be made Personally at 
the Parish Office. Please call rectory for an appointment. 
 

Marriage – Arrangements for marriage are to be made at least 
6 months prior to the Wedding date. 
Please call rectory for an appointment. 
 

Sick Calls – To arrange for Sacraments for the elderly and  
sick at home, please call Parish Office. 
Please advise the rectory of any hospitalization. 
 

Bulletin Notices – Notices for the bulletin must be e-mailed or 
in writing by Wednesday @8PM to be included in that week’s 

bulletin. 
 

Stewardship – Remember St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church  
in your will. 
 

Office hours – by Appointment Only! Please Call 860-525-7823 
 

Special Share in the Eucharist *– bread & wine offered for a day, 
week, month, or year. Donations: one week - $20. Donors/intentions 
will be listed.  
 

Eternal Light *– offering to light for a week $10.00. 
Altar Candles *- offering to light for a week $10.00. 
 

Bulletin Sponsorship* - $5 per week 
 

Ukra=ns;ka Katolyc;ka Cerkva 
Sv. Arxystratyha Myxa=la 

 

     St. Michael The Archangel 
      Ukrainian Catholic Church 

 

125-135 Wethersfield Ave., Hartford, CT 06114 
Rectory (860)-525-7823; School (860)-547-0858; 

E-mail: st_michael@comcast.net (private intentions)  
   contact@smucc.org (general inquiries) 

Online Bulletins, Announcements & More: www.smucc.org 

 

Very Rev. Pawlo Martyniuk    o. Pavlo Martynqk 

 Trustees : Julie Nesteruk and Adrian Mishtal 
 Art and Music Directors: Julia Nesteruk and Lesya Rudyk  

Children's First Holy Communion Program Director: Irene Bobriwnyk 
 

 
  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

СЛАВА ІСУСУ ХРИСТУ! 

  PRAISED BE JESUS CHRIST!    
 

       October 17, 2021 

21-'a NEDIL| PO ZISLANNI SV|TOHO DUXA 

21ST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 

Tone 4  Ap./Ep.    Hal./Gal. 2:16-20;  Wv./Gospel Lk./Luke. 8:5-15     

 



 

 

This Billetin is sponsored by Mr. Jaroslaw & Mrs. Catherine Zastawsky 
 

 

21-'a NEDIL| PO ZISLANNI SV|TOHO DUXA 

21ST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

SV|TYX OTCIV S:OMOHO VSELENS:KOHO SOBORU 
THE HOLY FATHERS OF THE SEVENTH ECUMENICAL COUNCILS 

 Tone 4       Ap./Ep.      Hal./Gal. 2:16-20;  Wv./Gospel Lk./Luke. 8:5-15    

Sat.    10/16    4:00PM   Julian & Anna OCHRIM – req. by Irene, Jeannine & Stephan 
Sun.   10/17    8:30AM   Stefan GRYSIAK – req. by Bohdan Szafran & Family 

                        10:30AM   Божественнa Літургія за парафіян і за Боже Благословення та опіку 

                                     для України та Українського війська  
 

 

22-ha NEDIL| PO ZISLANNI SV|TOHO DUXA 

22ND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Tone 5 Ap./Ep Hal./Gal. 6:11-18; Wv./Gospel  Lk./Luke. – 16:19-31 
 

             Sat.    10/23   4:00PM    For Parishiones * Pro Populo 

  Sun.   10/24   8:30AM    Божественнa Літургія за парафіян * Pro Populo 
                     10:30AM    Божественнa Літургія за парафіян * Pro Populo 

 

 23-t\ NEDIL| PO ZISLANNI SV|TOHO DUXA 

23RD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Tone 6       Ap./Ep.         Ef./Eph. 2:4-10;  Wv./Gospel Lk./Luke. 8:26-39    

Sat.    10/30    4:00PM   For Parishiones * Pro Populo 

Sun.   11/31    8:30AM   Mytropolyt Andrij ШEPTYC:KYJ 
                     (77-ma ri//\ smerti) pisl\ Slu]by Bo]o[ vidpravyt;s\ Panaxyda 

                       10:30AM    Божественнa Літургія за парафіян * Pro Populo 

 
� SERDE?NO VITAWMO vsix naшyx parafi\n, `o sv\tkuvatymut; u ]ovtni mis\ci svo[ 
imenyny, urodyny ta qvile[. ~yro ba]awmo usim Vam ̀ edryx Bo]yx lask, ̀ astt\, zdorov#\ 
ta blahopolu//\ na Mnohi[ ta Blahi[ Lita! 
 

�  OUR SINCERE PRAYERS AND WISHES To our parishioners who celebrate their Birthday, 
Name Day and Anniversary in the month of October. May Our Lord Jesus Christ bestow his 
blessings of Good Health, Happiness, Peace and Grant You Many Blessed Years to Come!  
 

�   STAMFORD DIOCESE CHARITIES APPEAL  2021  UNDERWAY 

This year the month of June is the start of the Stamford Diocese Charities Appeal for 2021. This 
fund is collected to provide financial support of our Eparchy and its many institutions (i.e., seminary, 
museum, library and offices which promote and support our church and community).  The funds 
raised from this appeal also help the many needs of our Ukrainian Catholic Church, as well as our 
needy brothers and sisters in Ukraine, Europe, Asia and South America.  Please help this fund as  
 

10/18 Monday  There is no offered intention 
10/19 Tuesday  There is no offered intention     
10/20 Wednesday  There is no offered intention                                                               
10/21 Thursday  There is no offered intention 
10/22 Friday  There is no offered intention   
10/23 Saturday  There is no offered intention    

10/25 Monday  There is no offered intention 
10/26 Tuesday  The Holy Great Martyr Demetrius � Святого великомученика Димитрія  

 There is no offered intention                                                               
10/27 Wednesday  There is no offered intention                                                             
10/28 Thursday  There is no offered intention   
10/29 Friday  There is no offered intention                                                               
10/30 Saturday  There is no offered intention  



 
 
you have in the past. Please send/bring all donations to our St. Michael’s church. Do not send them 
to Stamford.  We need to get proper credit for our parish’s pledge.  Please make your checks 

payable to  St. Michael’s Church Prosymo vypysuvaty Va'i /eky na cerkvu Sv. 
Arxystratyha Myxa[la                   

                            

                           DONATION TO THE DIOCESE APPEAL PAST TWO WEEKS 
 
 
 

         $50.00 Mr. & Mrs. Bogdan Skoplyak;  
         $150.00 Mr. & Mrs. George Stachiw. 
           
  

 

Year-to-date Total $6,815.00 
 

Thank You for Your kind generosity 
 

� PO}ERTVA NA CERKVU / CHURCH DONATION 
 

In Memory of Stefan Grysiak 
$50.00 Miss Christine Jakymiw;  

  

�  THANK YOU  A big thank you to Mr. Jaroslaw and Mrs. Catherine Zastawsky who sponsored 
our biweekly church bulletin for one year. Your service and love to our parish church is 
greatly appreciated. 

Thank You for Your kind generosity and love for Your Parish Church! 
 

�   BULLETIN ADVERTISING:     A reminder to those who provide 
advertisements who would like to renew or update their 
announcements to please do so by calling the parish office at 860-
525-7823 or see Fr. Pawlo after each Divine Liturgy. 
 

Митрополит Борис Ґудзяк розповів священникам 
Стемфордської єпархії про душпастирський план УГКЦ 

Вівторок, 12 жовтня 2021 
Митрополит Борис Ґудзяк взяв участь у Днях духовенства Стемфордської єпархії, які 
відбувалися 5–7 жовтня в Українському культурному центрі «Союзівка». 
 

«Союзівка» — це український культурний центр, розташований у м. Кергонксоні (штат 
Нью-Йорк, США), у північній частині штату Нью-Йорк. «Союзівка» організовує дитячі 
табори з вивчення культурної спадщини, семінари, фестивалі, концерти, танцювальні 
вечори та художні виставки для тих, хто зацікавлений у набуванні знань про Україну 
та її багату культуру. Центр також ставить собі за мету сприяти, зберігати і поширювати 
українську культуру. Він прагне за допомогою своїх програм прищепити гордість 
за українську спадщину в американської молоді українського походження. Український 
культурний центр «Союзівка» прагне продемонструвати культуру американській 
аудиторії. 
Саме цей культурний центр став місцем зустрічі та духовного оновлення для духовенства 
Стемфордської єпархії УГКЦ під проводом правлячого архиєрея владики Павла 
Хомницького та архиєпископа і митрополита Філадельфійського владики Бориса Ґудзяка. 
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6 жовтня архиєпископ і митрополит Філадельфійський владика Борис Ґудзяк поділився 
зі священниками візією душпастирського плану, який єпископи Української Католицької 
Церкви прийняли як загальний орієнтир розвитку на наступне десятиліття. 
Доповідач вважає, що душпастирське навернення, про яке Папа Франциск часто говорить 
і про яке Блаженніший Святослав згадував у своєму слові, присвяченому 10-річчю його 
інтронізації на чолі Української Католицької Церкви, є осердям плану. 
Розповідаючи про свої інтуїції та занепокоєння щодо нинішніх викликів, з якими 
зіштовхується Українська Католицька Церква у всьому світі, митрополит Борис 
запропонував духовенству Стемфорда поглянути на саму суть християнської віри. «Для 
нас важливо повернутися до центральної віри нашої Церкви, до нашої ідентичності — 
ми у Христа хрестилися, у Христа зодягнулися. Це не метафора, не ідея, не механізм, 
а метафізична, богословська, особиста правда — ми з’єднані з Христом. Якщо ми віримо, 
що є частиною Христового Тіла і ми можемо жити, віддаючи себе іншим, нам нема чого 
боятися». 
Архиєпископ навів деякі тривожні статистичні дані. На кожного новоохрещеного римо-
католика в США припадає шість тих, хто відходить від Церкви. Схоже на те, що протягом 
наступних 20 років ми втратимо до 80 відсотків католицького населення США. «Ми, 
українці-католики, дихаємо тим же повітрям, що й наші брати римо-католики, і у нас 
більш-менш ті ж соціологічні проблеми», — підкреслив він. 
«Ми повинні розуміти, що відбувається, подивитися на це реалістично і зрозуміти, 
як ми будемо протистояти. Подивімося на реалії та подумаймо, куди Бог нас кличе. 
Дивімося очима Ісуса, який намагається бути поруч, торкнутися і зцілити», — підкреслив 
митрополит. 
«Наша надія на Господа, який увійшов у наше життя. Він власним прикладом показав, 
як бути з людьми. Я думаю, якщо б Він воплотився тепер у середовищі Української 
Католицької Церкви в США наприкінці ХХ — на початку ХХІ століття, то неодмінно 
приїжджав би до Союзівки», — закінчив жартом владика. 
Після бесіди архиєпископ Борис відповів на запитання духовенства. Він закликав їх брати 
активну участь у глобальній дискусії Української Католицької Церкви. «Нам потрібно, щоб 
ваш голос був почутий у всій Церкві», — підкреслив він. 
За матеріалами     Філадельфійської архиєпархії УГКЦ 
 

Metropolitan Borys Gudziak named the challenges that the 
Catholic Church in the United States faces 

Wednesday, 13 October 2021 
On October 5-7, the Ukrainian Cultural Center "Soyuzivka" hosted the days of the clergy of the 
Stamford Diocese of the UGCC under the leadership of ruling Bishop Pavlo Khomnitsky and 
the Archbishop and Metropolitan of Philadelphia, Bishop Borys Gudziak. 
 

On October 6, Archbishop and Metropolitan of Philadelphia Borys Gudziak shared with the 
priests the pastoral plan, which the bishops of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church adopted as 
a general development guide for the next decade. They also discussed the challenges that the 
Church faces in America today. 
The Archbishop cited some disturbing statistics. For every newly baptized Catholic in the United 
States, there are six people who leave the Church. 
"It seems that over the next 20 years we will lose up to 80% of the Catholic population of the 
United States. "We, Ukrainian Catholics, breathe the same air as our Roman Catholic brothers, 
and we have more or less the same sociological problems," he stressed. 



 
 
"We need to understand what is happening, look at it realistically and understand how we will 
resist. Let's look at reality and think about where God is calling us. We look through the eyes of 
Jesus, who is trying to be close, touch and heal," the Metropolitan stressed. 
Archbishop Borys called on the clergy to take an active part in the global discussion of the 

Ukrainian Catholic Church. "We need your 
voice to be heard throughout the church," he 
stressed. 
As RISU has reported, on August 10, 2020, 
a regular meeting of members of the 
Secretariat of the All-Church Patriarchal 
Council was held together with the Synodal 
working group on the development of the 
pastoral plan of the UGCC. The meeting 
participants discussed how the church 
should live and act in the modern conditions 

of the post-coronavirus world. Everything will be based on three points: "listen–think–act". 
These are the reflections that will help shape pastoral planning. The new pastoral plan" should 
be adopted at the Patriarchal Council. "We need to pay attention to the deep traumas that 
society causes, which leads to aggression," said Metropolitan Borys Gudziak of Philadelphia, 
voicing the developments that the Synodal group has already achieved in the process of 
pastoral planning. "Our church is called to be close to people to heal injuries, including cultural 
and historical ones. We need such proximity that can treat injuries," Bishop Borys said.   
https://risu.ua/en 

Митрополит Андрей (Шептицький) (1901-1944). 

Упрoдовж 44-років очолював Церкву й українське суспільство 
в період двох Світових воєн, пережив сім режимів: 
австрійський, російський, український, польський, радянський, 
нацистський і знову радянський.     

Народився 22 липня 1865року в селі Прилбичі на Львівщині. 
Походив зі стародавнього знатного українського роду, який у 
XIX столітті зазнав полонізації, члени родини стали 
франкомовними римо-католиками. Незважаючи на сильну 
опозицію з боку батька, він вирішує повернутися до свого 
коріння і стати ченцем Василіянського чину, щоб служити 
"селянській", як її називали в той час, Греко-Католицькій 
Церкві. У віці 36 років Андрей Шептицький, обдарований надзвичайними духовними 
харизмами, стає Главою Греко-Католицької Церкви. Він невтомно трудиться, щоб 
примирити різні етнічні групи, і залишає по собі багату спадщину творів на тему суспільних 
проблем і духовности. Розробляє нові методи служіння. Засновує чин Редемптористів та 
монастирі Студійського Уставу в Україні та інші релігійні згромадження. Він стає 
фундатором лічниці, Національного музею, Богословської академії, надає грошову 
допомогу різним релігійним, культурним та освітнім установам.             Митрополит Андрей 
був покровителем митців, студентів, в тому числі і багатьох православних християн, а 
також піонером в екуменізмі. Він опанував єврейську мову настільки добре, що міг 
спілкуватися з євреями. Під час його душпастирських візитів у міста єврейські громади 
зустрічали його з Торою. За роки нацистської окупації він переховував у своїх палатах  



 
 
сотні євреїв. У цей період митрополит пише пастирського листа "Не убий", який став 
сміливим протестом проти звірства нацистів. Митрополит Андрей помер 1 листопада 
1944 року. Зараз успішно триває процес його беатифікації. 
 

МОЛИТВА ЗА ПРОСЛАВУ СЛУГИ БОЖОГО  

МИТРОПОЛИТА АНДРЕЯ ШЕПТИЦЬКОГО 

“Господи Ісусе Христе, Ти нагороджуєш Твоїх вірних слуг не тільки особливішими дарами 
Своєї любови, але й вічною нагородою Святих у небі, а в многих випадках і прославою на 
Твоїх святих Престолах тут на землі. Я покірно благаю Тебе: зволь так прославити Твого 
вірного слугу Андрея Шептицького. Він впродовж свого праведного життя, повного досвідів і 
терпінь, був добрим пастирем свого стада та великим подвижником Церковної Єдности. Че-
рез його заступництво благослови нас новими, ревними пастирями і духовними 
покликаннями до священицьких і чернечих чинів. Через його заступництво вислухай і подай 
мені ось цю ласку, про яку я тепер прошу… Через його заступництво пошли всьому нашому 
народові великий дар єдности і свободи. Амінь”. 
 

Prayer for Beatification of Servant of God  
Metropolitan Andrew Sheptytsky 

O My God, I adore Your infinite Majesty with all the powers of my soul.  
I thank You for the graces and gifts which You did bestow upon Your faithful Servant Metropolitan 

Andrew Sheptytsky. 
                I ask You to glorify him also on earth with evident proofs and miracles. 
 For this end I beseech You to give me the favor, which I humbly ask from Your Fatherly mercy. 
O Lord Jesus Christ, through the intercession of Your Mother grant that Your faithful Servant 
Metropolitan Sheptytsky be proclaimed a saint for the greater glory of God, for the salvation of souls 
and the good of our Catholic Church. Amen. 
 

The Prayer of the Servant of God Metropolitan Andrey for 
Divine Wisdom 

O Great and Almighty God, send down upon me from Your high and holy heavens and from the 
throne of Your holy glory, Your holy wisdom, that sits at Your side. 

Grant me the wisdom of Your good pleasure so that in my life I may know how to desire fervently, 
seek wisely, acknowledge in truth and fulfill perfectly that which is pleasing to You, to the glory and 
honour of You holy Name, “to the praise of the glory of Your grace.” 

Grant me, O God, the wisdom of my state, so that I may do what You desire; grant that I may 
understand my obligations, grant me the wisdom of my duties, and grant that I may do them as 
they ought to be done and as is fitting of Your glory and for the benefit of my soul. 

Grant me the wisdom of Your ways and the wisdom to walk the paths of Your holy will. 

Grant me the wisdom of success and failure so that I would know how not to exalt myself in the 
former and not to be downcast in the latter. 

Grant me the wisdom of joy and the wisdom of sadness; may I rejoice only in that which leads to 
You and be sad only in that which separates from You. 

Grant me the wisdom of everything that passes and everything that lasts; may the first decrease in 
my sight, and the second grow.Grant me the wisdom of work and the wisdom of rest; may work for 
You be luxury for me, and rest without You – fatigue. 



 

Grant me the wisdom of a sincere and straight-forward intention, the wisdom of simplicity, the 
wisdom of sincerity. May my heart turn to You and seek You in all things all my life long. 

Grant me the wisdom of obedience for Your law, for Your Church. 

Grant me the wisdom of poverty, so that I would never value goods in any other way except 
according to their real worth. 

Grant me the wisdom of chastity according to my state and vocation. 

Grant me the wisdom of patience, the wisdom of humility, the wisdom of gladness and seriousness, 
the wisdom of the fear of the Lord; the wisdom of truthfulness and of good deeds; may I be patient 
with no complaining, humble without the least pretending, joyful without inordinate laughter, serious 
without severity; that I may fear You without the temptation to despair; that I may be truthful without 
the shadow of duplicity; may all my good deeds be free from self-complacence. 

Grant me the wisdom to admonish my neighbour when necessary without exalting myself; grant that 
I may edify in word and deed without hypocrisy. 

Grant me, O Lord, the wisdom of vigilance, attention and wariness; may no vain thought lead me 
astray. 

Grant me the wisdom of nobleness; may I never be brought down by any impure and unworthy 
attachment. 

Grant me the wisdom of what is right; may no selfish intention ever lead me away from the path of 
my duties. 

Grant me the wisdom of courage and strength; may no storm overthrow me. 

Grant me the wisdom of freedom; may no powerful passion ever enslave me. 

Grant me the wisdom of the theological virtues and the moral virtues: faith, hope, love, prudence, 
devotion, temperance and fortitude. 

Grant me, O Lord, the wisdom of the apostles, the wisdom of the martyrs; grant me a priestly and 
pastoral wisdom; grant me the wisdom of preachers and teachers; grant me the wisdom of those 
who administer the Holy Mysteries; grant me the Eucharistic wisdom and mystical wisdom – the 
wisdom of prayer and spiritual wisdom, and above all, O Lord, grant me the wisdom of sincere 
repentance, imperfect and perfect contrition; grant me the wisdom of to know myself in my weakness 
and malice; grant me the wisdom of mortification and fasting; grant me the wisdom of self-denial 
and self-sacrifice; grant me the wisdom of sacrifice, the wisdom of the Cross, the wisdom of Blood. 

O God, grant me, finally, that wisdom which, in accord with Your holy purpose, leads to the unity of 
churches under one supreme pastor, the Universal Pontiff; grant me the wisdom to cherish the work 
of holy unity, to love it and to consecrate my life to it. 

Grant me the wisdom of our Eastern rite, to hold it, to renew it and develop it. Grant me the wisdom 
of the Fathers of the holy Eastern Church and all the great ecclesiastical teachers. 

Grant me the wisdom of Your great apostle, Paul, so that I would at least well understand his 
epistles, remember them and know how to explain them to Your people. 

Grant me the wisdom of Your first Vicar that I may understand the designs of Your Divine 
Providence, which governs the Church through the Roman Pontiffs; grant me the wisdom of 
obedience to them and to the Universal Catholic Church; grant me the wisdom of church history and 
theology; grant me the wisdom that I and my people lack; grant me the wisdom of true satisfaction, 
true happiness. Amen. 



 

October 17, 2021             21ST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                        Tone 4 
 

                               SUNDAY OF THE HOLY FATHERS OF THE 7TH              
                                           ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 

 
TROPAR: (Tone 4): When the disciples of the Lord learned from the 
angel the glorious news of the resurrection and cast off the 
ancestral condemnation, they proudly told the apostles: 'Death has 
been plundered! Christ our God is risen, granting to the world great 
mercy." 
 

TROPAR OF THE FATHERS: (Tone 8):  O Christ God, You are above 
all praise,  for You established our Fathers as lights to all the earth. 
* You led us to the true faith through them.  O most bountiful Lord, 
glory be to You! 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, ... 
 

KONDAK: (Tone 4): My Savior and Deliverer from the grave as God has raised out of bondage 
the children of earth and shattered the gates of Hades; and as Master, He rose on the third 
day. 

now and for ever and ever.  Amen 
 

KONDAK OF THE FATHERS:  (Tone 6) How the Son proceeded from the Father our words 
cannot express;  but having two natures,  He was born of a woman.  We do not reject His 
image when we behold it, but in faith we venerate and honor it.  And the Church professes it 
as true belief when she honors the icon of Christ's Incarnation. 
 

PROKIMEN: (Tone 4) Blessed are You and praiseworthy, O Lord, the God of our Fathers, and 
glorious forever is Your Name! 
Verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul; O Lord my God, You are exceedingly great. 
Verse: In all that You have done Your justice is apparent. 
 

A reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians (2:16-20) 

Brethren: We know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in 

Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in 

Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law, no one will be justified. 

But if, in seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves are found to be sinners, is Christ 

then a minister of sin? Of course not! But if I am building up again those things that I tore 

down, then I show myself to be a transgressor. For through the law I died to the law, that I 

might live for God. I have been crucified with Christ; yet I live, no longer I, but Christ lives in 

me; insofar as I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God who has loved me and 

given himself up for me. 
 

ALLELUIA: (Tone 1)The God of gods, the Lord, has spoken and summoned the earth, from the 
rising of the sun to its setting. Alleluia (3) 
Verse: Summon before Me My people who made a covenant with Me by sacrifice. Alleluia (3) 
 

COMMUNION HYMN: Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! Alleluia (3) 
Exult you just, in the Lord; praise from the upright is fitting!  Alleluia (3)  

 
 
 



 
 

TOUCHING AT THE DEEPEST LEVEL 
 

We must always ask: What does Jesus want from me? Who am I in His eyes? Who does 
He want me to be? 

We start by practicing love. We should see goodness in others. That begins the process. If 
there's one common theme among those who have glimpsed the other side, it is that love is 
the final measure. In the end, much of life reduces to how much we have loved, and that 
means not just those in our families, not just relatives and friends, but our neighbors and 
coworkers and everyone we happen upon through life, even antagonists and total 
strangers. 

One day we may learn that there was more goodness in others than we realized and that 
we should have loved more intently. 

Love is patient. Love is kind. Love is wishing everyone the best. Love is putting others first. 
Love is healing through the spirit. Love is touching our fellow man at the deepest level of 
existence and it is allowing Jesus to enlarge and take over our hearts. 

Pray for Jesus to enter. Pray for Him to soften your hearts. Pray for Him to give you the 
great love that only He can give, because love is the real ticket to Heaven. 

We should ask God to purge us of the residue from every major and minor sin. We should 
ask the Lord to show us what we need to attain perfection. We should assume that we are 
very imperfect. We should ask for examples of how we can better conduct ourselves and 
most importantly we should unite in love with Jesus. 

During the Eucharist we break any bonds that set upon us during each year of our lives, 
and we plead His blood over every minute of our lives to purify and relieve us of all evil. 

A mortified life is to be desired much more than a life of mystical gifts, for true sanctity 
consists in renouncing oneself, in constantly putting aside the ego, in allowing God to work 
in and with us as He wills, and to receive the graces He sends with profound humility. Had 
they to do it over again, souls in Purgatory would orient each day in seeking to be who God 
wanted them to be. They would pray to know what God wants of them. They would pray to 
know His will. They would meditate on who they are and who God wants them to be. They 
would detach themselves from all earthly things and make sure to put God far above any 
earthly creatures. 

All must be done for God. There must be perfection. There must be indifference to 
everything except that which is for the Father. One must reproduce in his or her soul the 
conduct of Jesus. We must detach from ourselves. We must realize that earth is a place of 
suffering and tests and we must pass through that exile without complaint. We must rise 
above all earthly things, all self-love or inordinate passion, and lose ourselves totally in His 
will. 

Every day we should pray that God's designs be fulfilled in us and that we never place any 
obstacles in the way of His plan. We must be united with Jesus. We must totally replace our 
hearts with His. We must strive never to lose sight of Him, not even for a moment. We must 
unite entirely. 



 

We should pray that we desire what Jesus wills. We should let Him completely take over 
our hearts. We should do everything night and day for Him and Him alone. We should give 
up self-will for His Will and self-love for His love. 

We must enlarge our hearts so that Christ can find His love in it. We must love God with the 
pure fervent affection of a child. 

Learn to Make Better Decisions 

If you're still making the same mistakes at 50 that you were at 20, you 
need to ask God for wisdom. "The heart of the discerning acquires 
knowledge; the ears of the wise seek it out" (Proverbs 18:15). 

What you are in the present is determined by the decisions you made in 
the past. Proverbs 14:15 says "A prudent man gives thought to his 
steps." If you want to change your future, learn to make better decisions. 

 

Be wise! Here are ten principles to guide you: 

1. Never make permanent decisions based on temporary circumstances. If you do, you'll 
regret it. 

2. Don't let your emotions blind your reasoning. Pray, weigh things carefully and base your 
decisions on mature judgment. 

3. Surround yourself with sharp people and draw on their gifts, without being intimidated by 
their expertise. 

4. Take the time to consider all options. What looks good to you today may not look so good 
tomorrow. 

5. You can't fight successfully on every front, so choose your battles carefully. Simply 
stated: some things are not worth fighting for. 

6. Take time to get all the facts; conjecture leads to crisis. 

7. Consider the consequences of each action. Ask yourself, "Am I ready to handle this right 
now?" 

8. Make sure your expectations don't exceed your potential and your resources. Be realistic. 
If you can't count, don't apply for a job in the finance office. If you can't sing, don't try to 
make an album. Focus on what God gifted you to do. That's where you'll succeed. 

9. Time is your most limited and valuable resource. Don't waste it. 

10. Allow yourself a 10% risk of being wrong, a 50% likelihood of betrayal, and a 100% 
commitment to trust God. Go forward and survive it all. 

 

 




