125-135 Wethersfield Ave., Hartford, CT 06114
Rectory (860)-525-7823; School (860)-547-0858;
E-mail: st_michael@comcast.net (private intentions)

contact@smucc.org (general inquiries)
Online Bulletins, Announcements & More: www.smucc.org
Very Rev. Pawlo Martyniuk o. IlaBznio MapTHHIOK

Trustees: Volodymyr Levytsky and Vasyl Povroznyk
Children's First Holy Communion Program Director: Irene Bobriwnyk

CJIABA ICYCY XPUCTYVY!
PRAISED BE JESUS CHRIST!

February 8, 2026

HEALMAA M'ACOIIYCHA <& SUNDAY of MEATFARE
Tone 2 An./Ep. 1Kop/1Cor 8:8-9:2. €B./Gospel MT./Mt. 25:31-46

SERVICE SCHEDULE

WEEKDAYS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:00AM or 7:30PM TBA
SATURDAY: 4:00PM (Vigil Sunday-Eng)
SUNDAY: 8:30 AM: 10:30 AM (Ukrainian)

CONFESSIONS are heard before each Divine Liturgy by req.
Baptism — Arrangement for baptism to be made Personally at
the Parish Office. Please call rectory for an appointment.

Marriage — Arrangements for marriage are to be made at least
6 months prior to the Wedding date.
Please call rectory for an appointment.

Sick Calls — To arrange for Sacraments for the elderly and

sick at home, please call Parish Office.

Please advise the rectory of any hospitalization.

Bulletin Notices — Notices for the bulletin must be e-mailed or

in writing by Wednesday @8PM to be included in that week’s bulletin.

Stewardship — Remember St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic Church
in your will.

Office hours — by Appointment Only! Please Call 860-525-7823

Special Share in the Eucharist *— bread & wine offered for a day,
week, month, or year. Donations: one week - $20. Donors/intentions
will be listed.

Eternal Light *— offering to light for a week $10.00.

Altar Candles *- offering to light for a week $10.00.

Bulletin Sponsorship* - $5 per week




HEALINA M'ACOIIYCHA ¢ SUNDAY of MEATFARE
Tone 2 An./Ep. 1Kop/1Cor 8:8-9:2. €B./Gospel MT1./Mt. 25:31-46 et
Sat. 02/07 4:00PM % Stefania SZAHAJ, (40" Day Memorial) — req. by Szahaj family
Sun. 02/08 8:30AM BoxecTtBeHHa JliTyprisa B HaMipeHHi napadisaH * Pro Populo g
10:30AM  Zofia KAPIJ, (40" Day Memorial) — req. by Myron Kolinsky
Konu nputidew, boxe, Ha 3eMs10 30 €1agoro | 3amperneye 8ce, a pika 802HEHHa
rnomede reped cyduwem, i KHuau po32opmarombcs, i maeMHe 3’18/15€mMbCSl, —
mo0i i36as MmeHe 8i0 802HIO Heg2acumo20 i criodobu meHe rpasopy4 mebe
cmamu, Cy00e HalrnpageoHiwul. (Kondak M’sconycHoi Hedini

02/09 Monday There is no offered intention
02/10 Tuesday There is no offered intention
02/11  Wednesday Aliturgical day
02/12 Thursday There is no offered intention
02/13 Friday Aliturgical day
02/14 Saturday  There is no offered intention

HEAL/AA CHPOIIYCHA 3 SUNDAY of CHEESEFARE
HEALMAA BCENMPOLLIEHHA ¢ FORGIVENESS SUNDAY
Tone 3 An./Ep. Pum. /Rom. 13:11-14:4. €B./Gospel MT./Mt. 6:14-21
Sat. 02/14 4:.00PM For Parishioners * Pro Populo
(A4 Rite of Forgiveness will follow.)
Sun. 02/15 8:30AM ¥Bohdan KRASIJ — req. by Eugene & Lana Babij
(Unu B3aeMHOrO NpoleHs.) 4|
10:30AM #Anna NAKONECZNYJ, (3 Anniversary) — req. by Liudmila Galai |
(Unn B3a€MHOTO MpoOIIEHs.)
12:30PM Baptism
"3acisina Teosi briazodamsb, ['ocrodu, 3acisno npocsideHHs Oyw Hawux. Ockb Yac cripusmausud,
ocb 4Yac rnokasHHs! Bidnoxim dirna meMmu ma o0sicHiMcs1 y 36poro ceimna, w06, nepernnuswiu
gesiuKke Mope rnocmy, Mu ocsieHynu mpuOHesHe 80CKpeceHHs, f'ocnoda i Cnaca Hawoeo Icyca
Xpucma, sikul crniacae Hawi Oywi”, CTUXUPA 3 BEYIPHbOI CUPHOI HEAII

IIOYATOK BEJIHKOI'O CBSATOIO IIOCTY ¢ THE BEGINNING OF GREAT LENT

02/16 Monday Note: A day of abstinence from both meat & dairy products.
CTPOT'MU MICT! 3aepXyBaTUCs BiJ M’SICHUX i MOJIOYHUX CTPaB

02/17 Tuesday Aliturgical day
02/18 Wednesday Aliturgical day
02/19 Thursday Aliturgical day SRESTRATON 0F THE 1GONS:
02/20 Friday 7:00PM STATIONS OF THE CROSS / XPECHA JIOPOT'A £ o
02/21 Saturday There is no offered intention

1-mua HEAI/IA BEJIHKOI'O INNOCTY 3% ISTSUNDAY of the GREAT FAST [ £
Heaina npaBocaaBia <& Sunday of Orthodoxy

Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great ¥ boxecmaenna Jlimypzia Cé. Bacunis Beaukozo
Tone 4 An./Ep. €s./Heb. 11:24-26,32-12:1-2. €B./Gospel Is./In. —1: 43-51

Sat. 02/21 4:00PM For Parishioners * Pro Populo
Following the Ambon Prayer — BLESSING OF THE ICONS 4
Sun. 02/22 8:30AM  BboxecTtBeHHa JliTypria 3a nepemMory ykpaiHCbKOro Hapoay Hagj 3arapOHMKOM
Divine Liturgy for the victory of the people of Ukraine over invaders
on the fourth year of Russia’s full-scale genocidal war against Ukraine.

tIToMMHAJIbHA MAaHAXKU/A 3a MOJIErJMX repoiB-3aXMCHUKIB
ITicna 3aameonnoi moaumeu - BJIATrOCJIOBEHHSI IKOH

10:30AM 3A MOJIEIJINX $TEPIB MAVITAHY TA YKPATHU
FIloMUHAJbHA MAHAXKUA 34 MOJIerJIMX repoiB-3aXMCHUKIB Ta HUBLIbHUX
XEepTB Y YyTBEpPTy PIiYHUIL0 3arapOHUIBKOT BiiHM pocii B YKpaTHi
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WELCOME to Our Visitors and Guests s

We welcome you to our community. We are honored and pleased with your participation /&(\%’C@%h\ Y

in the Divine Liturgies. We invite you to raise your hearts, minds, and bodies to praise <, ’C’@%&

God. All Catholics may receive Holy Communion. Orthodox Faithful may also receive 74~ \

Holy Communion (Canon 671). If you have any questions or want to join our community, J \\

please see Fr. Pawlo Martyniuk. T
PRAYER FOR OUR COUNTRY

"Almighty God, bless our nation and make it true to the ideas of freedom
and justice and brotherhood for all who make it great. Guard us from war,
from fire and wind, from compromise, fear, and confusion. Be close to our
president and our statesmen; give them vision and courage as they ponder <§

decisions that affect peace and the future of the world. Make me more j _ l [

deeply aware of my heritage, realizing not only my rights but also my duties A

and responsibilities as a citizen. Make this great land and all its people know clearly Your will, that
they may fulfill the destiny ordained for us in the salvation of the nations, and the restoring of all
things in Christ. Amen."

MonuTtBa 3a YKpaiHy

boxe Benukuit, boxxe Beecunpauit! Mu, rpinnsi aitu TBo1, y moKopi cepelb HaIlluX IPUX0IAMO
1o Tebe 1 cxunsemo ronoeu Haii. Otae! [IpocTu npoBUHY Hallll Ta TPOBHUHU OATHKIB, A11B 1 TpadiaiB
Hamux. [Ipuitmu HuHI1, Omaraemo TebOe, nmUpy MOJUTBY Hally 1 MOASKY Hally 3a Oe3MexHe
muocepas TBoe mo Hac. Buciyxaii Hamii MOIUTBH 1 NpuiiMu OJaraHHs cepaeib
HamuX. bnarocnmoBu Hamry baTekiBiumHy VYKpaiHy, nomr0 Ta mmacTd i Jgai.
[Ipemunocepauuii 'ocioau, ycim, XTo BAaeThes 10 Tebe 3 6maraHHsIM, MIUTICTh TBOIO
nmogaii. bmaraemo TebOe, boxe, 3a OpaTiB 1 cecTep HaIIUX, 3a BJIOBHIlb, 32 CHPIT, 3a
KaJIK 1 HEMIYHHX, 1 3a TUX, XTO TBOro MUiocep/s Ta JonoMoru TBo€i moTpeOyIoTh.

3’emHail HaC yCiX B €IMHY BEJIWKY XPHUCTOBY CIM 10, MO0 yci JIfoam, sik OpaTH,
CIaBUJIM BeJIMUHe 1M’ TBO€ 3aBKau, 1 HUHI, 1 IOBCIKYAC, 1 Ha BIKH BIKIB.

¢ CEPIEYHO BITAE€MO Bcix Hamux napadisiH, 110 CBATKYBATUMYTb Yy JIOTOMY MicHIli CBOT
iMmeHuHH, ypoaunu ta 1osijei. Illupo 6axaemo ycim Bam meapux Boxux Jack, macTrd, 310poB’d
ta OJaromnoJjyyus Ha MHorii Ta Baarii Jlira!

¢ OUR SINCERE PRAYERS AND WISHES To our parishioners who celebrate their Birthdays,
Name Days, and Anniversaries in February. May Our Lord Jesus Christ bestow his blessings of
Good Health, Happiness, and Peace and Grant You Many Blessed Years to Come!

¢ MHOTIAA NITA! - MANY HAPPY YEARSI!....to Vitalii Stus and Iryna Buben, who
accepted the Holy Mystery of Matrimony on Friday, January 30, 2026. On this joyous
occasion, we offer our best wishes to the newlyweds and pray that our Lord will
shower them with His Blessings.

¢ [TOXKEPTBA HA IHEPKBY / CHURCH DONATION
In Memory of ¢ Stefania Szahaj
$50.00 Walter & Wanda Melnyk
Hexaii Bcenackaguii I'ocnods gionramums Bam cmopuuero!
Thank You for Your kind generosity and love for Your Parish Church!

b,

¢ BIYHA JTAMIIA & ETERNAL LIGHT An offering has been made for the Eternal Light
to be lit for one (1) week, beginning Sunday, February 8th 2026, through February 14th, 2026, in
Memory of irStefania Szahaj, by Martha and Nestor Bojko.
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¢ BIYHA JTAMIIA ETERNAL LIGHT An offering has been made for the Eternal Light
to be lit for one (1) week, beginning Sunday, February 15th 2026, through February 21st, 2026, in
Memory of irStefania Szahaj, by Peter, Luba Andrea & Alexander Zelez.

¢ ETERNAL MEMORY! BIYHAY ITAM’YATDb! Your prayers are requested for
the repose of the soul of rBohdan Pokora, who fell asleep in the Lord on
January 29, 2026. May God grant him eternal peace!

¢ |CHURCH OFFERING ENVELOPES 2026/ Your 2026 Offering envelopes and new 2026
calendars are ready for pick up in the church. If you would like to join the parish and receive
envelopes, or if you need to be removed from our parish list, please notify the Parish Office.

IIEPKOBHI KOHBEPTH - 2026 Baui HOBi KOHBepTH sl IOKEPTB Ta KateHxapi Ha 2026 pik
MO>KHa 3a0paTH y 1epkBi. fKkio Bu Oaxaere nmpueaHaTucs 10 napadii Ta oTpumMaTi KOHBEPTH, ab0
AKIIO Bac MOTPIOHO BUAANUTH 31 COUCKY WIEHIB Hamloi mapadii, Oyap jgacka, MOBLAOMTE MPO Iie
napadisuibHy KaHIENAPIIO.

¢ SOROKOUSTY # COPOKOYCTH Cnyx6M 3a moMep/iMX — COPOKOYCTH CITy KUTHMEMO
uboro 2026 poky B HacTymnHi cyboTu: 28-ro motoro; 7-ro ta 14-ro 6epe3Hst; Ta 23-ro TpaBHSI.
BripogoBX BE/IMKOro MOCTY MM MOMHMHAEMO 1 MOJIMMOCH 3a HalllMX [MOMEepJ/IMX PiAHUX Ta
O6/M3bKUX. SKIIO B OaxKa€Te MOM'SIHYyTH BallMX MOMEPJIMX, MPOIIy NoJaTH 1XHI iMeHa Ta Balll
MOXEPTBU [0 YeTBepra 5-ro JIIOTOro, AJ1s epuioi IOMUHAIBHO 3ayTMOKIMHO C/Ty XK 0H.

All Souls Saturdays

The Church sets aside certain days as "Saturday of the Souls." In the Slav tradition, these are the
Saturdays of Meatfare, the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Saturdays of the Great Fast, and the Saturday before
Pentecost.

ALL SOULS SATURDAYS "The Holy Fathers were convinced
that the commemoration of the departed by alms and sacrifices
(Divine Liturgies) brings great comfort and benefit to them"

MEMORIAL SERVICE for the DEAD: The memorial service for
the deceased — Sorokousty — will be held on Saturdays: Feb. 28th;
March — 7th ,& 14th and on 23rd of May 2026.

LENTEN SOROKOUSTY: During Lent, we remember our Deceased
loved ones. If you wish to join in this prayer, please provide me with a
list of names, to be remembered at All Soul's Saturdays. Print or type
all_ names to be prayed for, insert them in the designated
“‘SOROKOUSTY” envelope along with your offering, drop them in the collection basket, or mail
them to the church office.

¢+ THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY: Our parish has 2 envelopes the first being "Sower" our
Diocesan Newspaper, which costs $20.00 annually. The newspaper provides information on the
work of Our Patriarch, Our Bishops, and our Parishes. The second is "Andrew's Pence" for the
needs of the office of our Beloved Patriarch Sviatoslav.

Each envelope can be found in your box the envelopes. As a parish, we have an assessment.
Please bring these envelopes to church with your donation enclosed or can be mailed to the parish
office. Please do not mail to Stamford as our parish will not receive proper credit.

Thank you for your kind support.




FEBRUARY IS CATHOLIC PRESS JIOTUN - MICALLb

MONTH KATOJULBKOTI IMPECHU
Don't forget to renew your annual He 3a0ynpTe BiIHOBUTH piuHy Mepeaniary
subscription to our diocesan newspaper Ha Haw [lienesiaJbHUI Yaconuc
“THE SOWER’- $20 February 1, 2026 "CIBAY”-$20 1-ro mororo, 2026.
Annual “ANDREW’S PENCE?” or Gift of Piuna 36ipka "AHIPITB I'PILII”
Love collection for the needs of the Office of BimOymetbca y Hemimo 15-ro sororo. Ile
Patriarch Sviatoslaw is scheduled for Hau gap Jo0oBi
Sunday, February 15", 2026 IMaTpiapxoBi CBgaTOCJAaBY Ta BKJaj Ha

T KOHEYHi MoTpedu ypaayBaHHS Ta
SOAVF ;@{‘; A (G YHKIIIOBIOHHS eK3apxarTiB Hamioi Ilepksu
' Ha CXigHii YKpaTiHi

Church in Need LlepkBa B NoTpebi

The Second Sunday of Great Lent Opyra Hegina Benukoro nocty

7

¢ BIIABIAYBAHHYA HEAY2KUX [ag yainenus Csatux TaiiH HeayXuM Ta
HeMiYuHMM mnapadigHaM, MpPoLIY IMOBIAOMUTH mapoxa. 00606’130k GeauKoOHOi
cnoesidi MoXxHa suxonamu 0o npa3nuxa Bosunecenns I'H.I.X.

VISITING OF SICK. To arrange for Sacraments for the elderly and sick at home,
Please call the Parish Office at (860)-525-7823.

BEJIMKOITOCHA MICI4 LboropiyHy BenmkonocHy MicCito B yKpaiHCbKil
Ta aHrnincekin mosax nposege [lpeoceBaweHnn Bnaguka [laeno
XOMHUUBKMI Yy Hepinto 22-ro 6epe3Ha (5 Heping
Mocty). Mpuctynutn oo Cs. TanHu Cnosiai MOXHa Ny
oyne y Henino paHkom 3 8:00 go 12:00 rog. ecomeiliation

OPPORTUNITY TO FULFILL YOUR EASTER DUTY!
On Sunday, March 22", 2026, Most Rev. Paul Chomnycky will
conduct Lenten Mission (Ukr/Eng) & will hear confessions.
There will be another priest Very Rev. Archpriest Bohdan Tymchyshyn,
S.T.D, Ph.D. (Rector of St. Basil's Seminary) available to hear
confessions during the Divine Liturgies from 8:00am to 12:00pm.

PLEASE NOTE: there will be NO confessions heard from Good Friday until Bright Tuesday
except in the case of an emergency! Easter Duty may be fulfilled until the Ascension of our Lord

CUPOIIYCHA HEJALJIA

Hlo Take "cupomyct'? Cmsita LlepkBa, momany roTryro4d Hac A0 MOCTYy, y M'sScOmycHy HEIUTIO
Hakazajga He iCTH M'SCHI CTpaBH. Y Haci CHPOMYCHOI a0o cupoigHoi cenmuili LlepkBa 103BOJIsIE
CIIO’KMBATH TIJILKK MOJIOYHI cTpa- BU. Ta B CuporycHy HeAinto Tpeda i Bij IUX CTPaB BIAMOBIISTHCS.
3BificH ¥ Ha3Ba "CHpO-IyCT", TOOTO BiAMyIIeHHs cupa. Lleit TrkIeHb Ha3uBaBCS B HapOJi CUPHUKN
a060 macisHui, a CupoIlyCHa HENUIS Majia Ha3BY IMyILIEHHS, TOOTO YTPUMAaHHS BiJl YCIX MOJOYHUX
IPOIYKTIB. Y 1110 HEALTIO B HAC CIIPABIISIIN "3aIlyCcTH', TOOTO OCTaHHI MepeAricHi 3a0aBu. Y 3axigHii
€Bpomni Hamn "3amycTH" Ha3WBAJIKUCS KapHABAJIOM', IO O3HAYAJIO T€ came, IO W M 'SCOIYCT, Bif
1TanichKoro "KapHe-Baje" — JOCHIBHO: Tpoiaid M'sico! Y natuncbkiit Llepksi Benukuii mict nmouu-
HAETHCS MIOMNHO B CEPeTy HAIIOTO MEPIIIOTOo THXKHSA MOCTY, Y T. 3B. [lomiapHy cepemy, KOJu MOCHITaI0Th
rOJIOBH TIOTIETIOM Ha 3HaK MOKYyTH. [0 Toro AHs B aTuHCHKIM LlepkBi mie MoxHa icTH M'sico i poOuTH
3a0aBu, 110 MOJIEKY 11 OyBarOTh ayKe Ty4Hl. [IpakTrka CUpOIyCHOTO THIXKHS 1 HEIUT Iy»Ke JaBHS.




[Ipo Hei 3ragye Bxe onekcaHapiiicekuid matpiapx Teodin (T 412), a mepea TUM yCTaHOBIIEHA
M'sicomycna cenmuis ¥ Heaiunss. CuHakcap Ha CHpHY CyOOTy Kake, IO, Ha JYMKY JEKOTo,

CUPOIYCHUH THXKJIEHBb CTaB 3aKOHOM 3a rperbkoro micaps ['epakimist (610-641).

Toil micTh JIT BOIOBAB 3 NMEPCHKUM IIapeM XO03PO€EM 1 JaB OOITHUIIO, IO KOJIU BUTPa€ BIHHY, TO HE
Oyzne ictu M'sica 1inuid THOXAEHBb Tiepen Bemukum moctoMm. Y cy6oty nepen CHUpOIyCHOIO HEAiNIeo
cesata LlepkBa, mo0 naTtu HaM MPUKIAA 1 3a0XOTUTH A0 MOCTY ¥ MOKYTH, BiJ3HAYA€ MaM'sTh yCixX
CBATHUX MYKIB 1 )KIHOK, III0 BiJ] HAMTABHININX YaciB MPOBEH CBOE KUTTS B MOJIMTBI, MOCTI i TIOKYTI.

Tyt mepemoBciM ieTbCs MPO THUX, XTO MPOTIATOM BiKiB JKHUB JKUTTSAM TOCTY ¥ MOKYTH YH TO TIO
MOHACTUPSX, YA HA MyCTUHI oauHIeM. borocmyx6a CupomnycHoi ceaMuili nmpulupae mopas Oiablie
IiCHUI BUJ, 0COOJIMBO B CEPELy, IT'ATHUIIIO 1 B HELTIO MPH KiHIII BEUipHIi. Y BIBTOPOK Ha BEUipHI BKe
MOYMHAIOTHCS MOKJIOHH, 1[0 TPUBAIOTH IUIUN MICT.

OBPsA/l NPOLHIEHHSA B CUPOITIYCHY HEJILJIIO

Y naBauHy B MoHacTHpsx Cxomy OyB rapHui 3BU4Yail: BiAOyBaTH OOpsA] B3a€EMHOTO MPOIICHHS B
Cuponycny Henunro. Lleli oOpsim BHUKOHY-BaBCS BBEYEpl IMICIsA CKPOMHOI Bedepl. YCi MOHaxu y
MPUCYTHOCTI BIPHUX MPOCUIU OJUH B OJHOTO MPOIIECHHS 3a CBOi MPOBHUHHU, OOIM-Manucs 1 JaBaiu
MOLIUTYHOK MUPY. MUpSIHU TaKo>X MPOCHIIM OJMH B OAHOTO B3aeMHe mpouieHHs. [logexkyau npu o6psiai
npomeHHs criBaau cruxupu Ilacxm: "Ilacxa cBseHHas HaM AHECH 3'sBWiacs... . OCTaHHS CTUXHpA
3aKIHYY€ThCS 3aKJIMKOM JI0 B3aEMHOTO MPOIIEHHS: ... 1 ApyT Apyra obikimim! [Ipomosmo: "bpartsa”, — 1
THM, III0 HEHaBHJATH HAc; mpocTiMm yce... ". Llel cmiB cruxup Ilacxu MaB o3HayaTH, 10 SIK Y JIHI
XpuctoBoro BockpecenHs, Tak 1 Temep, Ha BCTymi 10 Benukoro mocty, Tpeba OIWH OJHOMY BCE
npoOaYuTH 3111 XPUCTa, 0 3a/J11 HAC MOCTUB, TEPIIiB 1 BoCKpec. Llel myxe 3BOpYNUIMBHI 00psT
npoieHHs 30epiraBcs me B Kueso-Ileuepcebkiit JIaBpi 10 yacy npuxony Biaau KOMyHICTiB. | TyT yci
MOHAaXM MaJld CIOYaTKy CKpOMHY mepenmnicHy Bedepro. [loTiM yci, Ha-cTosTem ¥ 3BHYAiHI MOHAXH,
OJISITAJIMCS] B MOHAIII MaHTII 1 WIIIJIK 710 IEpKBU. Y ¢1 HacTosTeNm JlaBpu, Bl HAMBUIIIOTO O HAMHUKYOTO,
CTa-BaJId TIOPSIT TIOCEpEIMHI IEpPKBH, a Bca Opatis JlaBpu, SKHX KUIBKAacoT 0OCI0, MiIXOIWIH 10
HACTOSTENIB, a/Ia]K Ha KOJIiHA OJIMH Tepea OHUM i 31 ciioBamu: "[Ipoctu meni, Otue", — yn — "[Ipoctu
MeHi, bpare", TpukpaTHO HUTyBadM OJWH OJAHOTO. A MUTPOMOJUYUN XOp CIiBaB MPH TOMY CTUXHUPY 3
Benukoi BeuipHi CuporycHoi Heaun: "Cine Axam npsiMo pas, i CBOIO Haroty pujaas roakamie... . [Ticas
0OpsiTy TIPOILIEHHS BC1 MOBUKH PO3XOTUITUCS.

Crpasi, sike BeJIMKe 3HAUSHHS JIJIsl HAIIOTO J{yXOBHOTO >KUTTSI MAIOTh T1 YOTHUPHU MEPEANICHI Heaul. XTo
pazoM 3 MUTapeM OMBCS B TPY/IX ¥ YIMBCS BiJl HBOT'O TTOKOPH; XTO 3 MIPUTU1 PO OJIyAHOTO CHHA HABYMBCS
noBip's 10 boxoro munmocepss; XxTo B M'saconycHy Heaumo 3 po3BakanHs mpo Crpamauii Cyn HaOpaB
00s3HU nepe; boxkoro cripaBeIUBICTIO, sIKA TaK CHJIBHO AITKHYJIA HAIIMX IPApOJAUYiB, PO 110 TOBOPUTH
CupomnycHa Henuisl, — JUJIsl TOrO Tenep micT He OyJe cTpami-Huil. Bin paamie Oyae Ajis Hboro noTpedoro
roro cepus i nymri. Bin tenep cam 6akaTMe MOCTUTH M OMTH MOKJIOHH, 3HAIOYH, III0 MOJIUTBA, MICT 1

Kalnb 3a TpIXM HaWKpalle OpPUroTye WOro aymry A0 3YCTpidl CBITJIOrO Npa3HUKa XPUCTOBOTO
Bockpecennsi.

CHEESEFARE SUNDAY. SUNDAY OF FORGIVENESS.
Introduction



The Sunday of Forgiveness is the last Sunday before the commencement of Great Lent. During the
pre-Lenten period, the services of the Church include hymns from the Triodion, a liturgical book that
contains the services from the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee, the tenth before Pascha
(Easter), through

Great and Holy Saturday. On the Sunday of Forgiveness, focus is placed on the exile of Adam and
Eve from the Garden of Eden, an event that shows us how far we have fallen in sin and separated
ourselves from God. At the onset of Great Lent and a period of intense fasting, this Sunday reminds
us of our need for God’s forgiveness and guides our hearts, minds, and spiritual efforts on returning
to Him in repentance.
Biblical Story

The Sunday of Forgiveness, the last of the preparatory Sundays before Great Lent, has two themes: it
commemorates Adam’s expulsion from Paradise, and it accentuates our need for forgiveness. There
are obvious reasons why these two things should be brought to our attention as we stand on the
threshold of Great Lent. One of the primary images in the Triodion is that of the return to Paradise.
Lent is a time when we weep with Adam and Eve before the closed gate of Eden, repenting with them
for the sins that have deprived us of our free communion with God. But Lent is also a time when we
are preparing to celebrate the saving event of Christ’s death and rising, which has reopened Paradise
to us once more (Luke 23:43). So sorrow for our exile in sin is tempered by

The second theme, that of forgiveness, is emphasized in the Gospel reading for this Sunday and in
the special ceremony of mutual forgiveness at the end of the Vespers on Sunday evening. Before we
enter the Lenten fast, we are reminded that there can be no true fast, no genuine repentance, no
reconciliation with God, unless we are at the same time reconciled with one another. A fast without
mutual love is the fast of demons. We do not travel the road of Lent as isolated individuals but as
members of a family. Our asceticism and fasting should not separate us from others but should link us
to them with ever-stronger bonds.

The Sunday of Forgiveness also directs us to see that Great Lent is a journey of liberation from our
enslavement to sin. The Gospel lesson sets the conditions for this liberation. The first one is fasting—
the refusal to accept the desires and urges of our fallen nature as normal, the effort to free ourselves
from the dictatorship of the flesh and matter over the spirit. To be effective, however, our fast must
not be hypocritical, a “showing off.” We must “appear not unto men to fast but to our Father who is
in secret”.

The second condition is forgiveness* 1f you forgive men their trespasses, your Heavenly Father will
also forgive you”. The triumph of sin, the main sign of its rule over the world, is division, opposition,
separation, and hatred. Therefore, the first break through this fortress of sin is forgiveness—the return
to unity, solidarity, and love. To forgive is to put between me and my “enemy” the radiant forgiveness
of God Himself. To forgive is to reject the hopeless “dead ends” of human relations and to refer them
to Christ. Forgiveness is truly a “breakthrough” of the Kingdom into this sinful and fallen world.
At the onset of Great Lent and a period of intense fasting, this Sunday reminds us
of our need for God’s forgiveness and guides our hearts, minds, and spiritual efforts
on returning to Him in repentance.

ITpemepnisuii 3a uac Cmpacmu, Icyce Xpucme, Cuny boxuii, nomunyi Hac!
Having suffered the Passion for us, O Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us!
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